Obtaining information on language preference among newly diagnosed Hispanic and Asian American cancer patients in Connecticut.
Information on primary or preferred language in hospital records of the growing numbers of newly diagnosed Hispanic and Asian American cancer patients could be useful in studies of quality of cancer care and prognosis. Using the statewide Connecticut cancer registry and medical records at acute-care hospitals in Connecticut, only 9.7% of 992 Hispanic or Asian American patients had no information on language preference. Information on use of an interpreter was missing for 36.1% of 653 probable non-English-preferring patients. Missing information was more frequent in Asian than Hispanic American patients. The potential for adding this information to national databases should be explored.